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STATEMENT FROM MANUEL HERNANDEZ, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

When I received the email from the Brighter Days Ahead Foundation inviting ALMA to be
featured during all three of Ariana Grande's Chicago concerts, I honestly had to read it twice to
make sure [ understood what I was seeing. As a huge Ariana Grande fan, I was personally
thrilled. But as ALMA's Executive Director, my excitement quickly shifted to what this
opportunity could mean for the people and communities we serve every day.

Being selected by the foundation, and knowing ALMA's story will be shared with thousands of
people at the United Center, is both humbling and deeply meaningful. We are also incredibly
grateful that a portion of the proceeds from the Chicago concerts will support our work, helping
us expand leadership opportunities, advocate for equal protections, and connect LGBTQ+ young
people and families with safe, affirming, life-changing resources.

At ALMA, some of the most important conversations begin with a phone call. It's someone
looking for hope, searching for community, or reaching out during one of the most vulnerable
moments of their life. For 37 years, we've been there to answer that call. This partnership allows
us to reach even more people with the support, leadership opportunities, and sense of belonging
they deserve.

Too often, LGBTQ+ people, particularly transgender young people and members of immigrant
families, are discussed as issues rather than recognized as people. They are our children, siblings,
neighbors, friends, coworkers, and future leaders. They deserve safety, dignity, opportunity, and
joy. Seeing ALMA represented throughout the arena sends a powerful message that our
communities are seen, valued, and worthy of investment.

I am sincerely grateful to Ariana Grande and the Brighter Days Ahead Foundation for believing
in organizations like ALMA and for using their platform to uplift communities across the
country. This is an exciting and humbling moment, not because our name will appear on arena
screens, but because every person who learns about ALMA is another opportunity to build
community, strengthen belonging, and remind someone that they are not alone.

Thank you to everyone who has supported ALMA for 37 years. This moment belongs to our
volunteers, partners, donors, and, most importantly, the community members who have trusted

us with their stories. We can't wait to share ALMA with a whole new audience.

You can read the full press release here: www.almachicago.org/brighter-days-ahead
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