LGBT and Immigrant Health Advocacy and Policy Intern



Location: Chicago, IL, United States 

Employer: Association of Latino Men for Action, Strength in Unity coalition. 

Strength in Unity coalition partners include: Association of Latino Men for Action, Latinos Progresando, Corazon Community Services, AIDS Foundation of Chicago, and Salud Latina/Latino Health.
The Strength in Unity Coalition is seeking responsible and motivated individuals to intern with the coalition coordinator and one partner organization as an Advocacy and Policy Intern.  This is an incredible learning opportunity to learn and do cutting-edge, meaningful work for an emerging partnership of non-profit health, Latino, and LGBT organizations. Our interns play a vital role in our organizational success, and can anticipate a challenging but rewarding experience.

The Strength in Unity Coalition is a partnership between five Latina/o and GLBTQ organizations in Illinois. The coalition is dedicated to creating and advocating an inclusive Latino/a health and wellness agenda that includes GLBTQ immigrants and youth. Strength in Unity provides access to information, cross-cultural training, policy assistance to community organizations, and public policy advocacy. 

The Advocacy and Policy intern can expect to gain greater experience with the non-profit sector and learn about its complex relationship with government. This internship will include collaboration and networking with other health, Latino, and LGBT advocacy and community-based organizations. The Advocacy and Policy intern will gain hands-on experience in a variety of aspects of health advocacy policy. 

This internship is designed to be both educational and practical. In this position, the intern will learn how to take skills she or he may have acquired in college related to his or her particular areas of interest, and apply them in a professional setting. He or she will gain a better understanding of the role played by non-profit organizations in Latino, LGBT, and health advocacy and policy, and be better prepared to work in the arena of human services, public health, or policy. The candidate will also have opportunities to network with staff at our various partner organizations and the broader community.

The Advocacy and Policy Intern will learn:
· How to coordinate the day-to-day activities Strength in Unity's advocacy efforts;
· How to lobby government on sound health and wellness policy at the local, state, and national levels;
· Diverse methods of community advocacy regarding important health care legislation for LGBT Latinos;
· Numerous community health policies and issues facing various Latino and LGBT communities throughout Illinois.
Qualifications:

· Current enrollment in a graduate or undergraduate degree program with an interest and aptitude to work in Latino issues, LGBT issues, public policy, public health, or government-related fields;
· Exceptional writing ability;
· Ability to work in a group setting;
· Ability to prioritize tasks and handle numerous assignments simultaneously;
· Proficient in Microsoft Office and internet applications;
· Passion for social justice issues and health disparities;
· Proficiency in Spanish is strongly preferred;

· Previous experience with Latino and LGBT grassroots organizations, public health, or policy is preferred;
· Volunteer experience or familiarity with non-profit organizations preferred.

This internship is unpaid, however, Strength in Unity and our partners can help interns obtain college credit for their work, where available.  The intern will receive necessary training and staff supervision.  We require a minimum of 10 hours/week for a minimum of 8 weeks, though longer internships are preferred. 
Please contact Edwin Corbin-Gutiérrez, Coalition Coordinator with any questions. To apply, please submit a cover letter briefly stating your interest and qualifications for this position, your resume, and a writing sample. Submit all application materials to edwin@almachicago.org, by fax 773-472-6643 or mail: The Association of Latino Men for Action, 3656 N. Halsted St., Chicago, IL 60613.
